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Abstract. The research is devoted to an overview of mathematical models and applied problems in mathematical
modeling of geomechanical processes occurring in rocks. These problems were simulated in CAE Fidesys, which allows
solving static and dynamic problems of geomechanics and geotechnics using spectral element method (SEM) of variable
order of space approximation. Examples of solved problems with Mohr-Coulomb and Hoek-Brown mathematical models
used in practice to describe the deformation of rocks and soils are considered. Simulation of plastic shear bands and their
dependence on material properties is analyzed. Obtained numerical results are verified by comparison with the analytical
solutions.

INTRODUCTION

Plastic shear bands are narrow zones within a solid body that are subject to uncontrolled strain growth due to
plastic strain localization. Identifying the onset of such bands and investigating their development mechanisms is an
important task in continuum mechanics of deformable solid [1-4]. Cohesive crack models [5—7] represent first
attempts to study plastic shear bands. At present, numerical methods—most notably the finite element method
(FEM) [6—12]—are widely used to analyze such states.

It is well known that one of the challenges of numerical simulation of plastic shear bands formation and
development is their sensitivity to mesh parameters [13]. The development of the finite element method and its
modifications, namely the spectral element method (SEM) [14—15], makes it possible to achieve a higher accuracy
and a numerical convergence of strains localization just by increasing the order of the spectral element without mesh
refinement [25].

This paper presents an analysis of several geomechanical problems solved using SEM. The first example, in
addition to comparing the numerical solution with an analytical one, aims to benchmark SEM against FEM. In
subsequent problems, SEM is applied exclusively as a powerful numerical solution method.

MATHEMATICAL MODELS

Let B be a solid body occupying the domain € in three-dimensional Euclidean space E* with a closed boundary
oQ.

The equation of motion for a continuum body can be written as [16]:
23 = -
S =V-o+pfvieq, (1)



where o=0(%)— Cauchy stress tensor, W=1 (%) displacement vector, f— vector of external body forces, p— density.

To describe deformations, the Cauchy—Green strain tensor is used [17]:
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The relationship between the stress and strain tensors is governed by the generalized Hooke’s law [18]:
o=D,:¢,. (3)
For isotropic materials, the fourth-order elasticity tensor can be expressed in general form:
D=26Is+A(K -Z)1® 1, 4)

where G and K are the shear and bulk moduli, A is a coefficient depending on the chosen theory, I is the
fourth-order identity tensor, and [ is the second-order identity tensor.

Assuming the thickness of the considered models along the basis vector €5 is constant and sufficiently large, the

plane strain theory can be applied. Equation (3) is then supplemented with the following conditions:
€3=€3;=0
0-i3=0'3i=0'i * 3. (5)
In plasticity theory, the domain{2 is divided into elastic and plastic regions. In the elastic region, the following
condition holds [19]
F(0)<0, (6)
where F (o) is the yield criterion, chosen individually for each model. Equations (1-5) are sufficient to describe the

elastic region. In the plastic region, condition (6) is violated, and the stress—strain state is additionally governed by
the relation:
F(0)=0. (7
Under the assumption of small strain theory, the strain rate is additively decomposed into elastic and plastic parts
[20]:

E=E,tEy. ®)
The plastic strain rate is obtained from the flow rule:
. . 0Q
&=y 5 ©)

where Q(o) is the plastic potential which is generall~y different from F(o), i.e. non-associative plasticity is
considered [26-28].

Mohr—Coulomb Model

To correctly describe plastic deformations in rocks, a mathematical model must be sensitive to hydrostatic
pressure [26-28]. A well-known example of such a model is the Mohr—Coulomb yield criterion [22], expressed as:
T=C — o,tang, (10)
where ¢is internal friction angle, cis cohesion, o,,is normal stress, Tis shear stress.
In terms of principal stresses, this equation takes the form (Fig.1):
F=(sing+1)o,+(singp — 1)o3 — 2ccosp=0. 11
The plastic potential has a form similar to that of the yield surface, but instead of the internal friction angle ¢ the
dilatancy angle v is used:
Q=(siny+1)o;+(sinyp — 1)o3 — 2ccosyp=0. (12)



FIGURE 1. Mohr-Coulomb yield surface

Hoek—Brown Model

The Mohr-Coulomb model generally cannot fully describe the behavior of a rock due to the very wide range of
stress levels occurring within it. It is also known that rocks often exhibit significant tensile strength. The Hoek-
Brown yield criterion, widely used for modeling geomechanical processes [29], can be written in terms of the
principal stresses (Fig. 2):

a
o
F=0, — 05 — 0 (s = my ) =0, (13)
C1
where the parameterss, my,, a are defined as:
my,=m; e(GSI=100)/(28-4D)

5= (GSI=100)/(9-3D) , (14)
0.5+ e—GSUI5_ =203
a=05+———

where o;; is an uniaxial compressive strength of the intact rock,GSI is Geological Strength Index, m; is a material
constant of intact rock, D is disturbance factor.

For the Hoek—Brown model, the plastic potential Q (o) coincides exactly with the yield function F (o).
45

FIGURE 2. Projection of the Hoek-Brown yield surface on the g, — o3 plane



CALCULATION RESULTS

End-loaded Tapered Cantilever

The failure of a tapered cantilever under shear loading is considered (Fig. 3).
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FIGURE 3. Computational model of the cantilever

Figure 4 presents the dependence between the vertical displacement of the loaded boundary of the cantilever and
the applied load S. The graph indicates the maximum load at which the cantilever fails (uncontrolled displacement
growth). Figure 5 shows the plastic strain field.
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FIGURE 4. Load—displacement curve of the cantilever end
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FIGURE 5. Comparison of plastic strain fields for FEM (a) and SEM (b)

Clearly visible shear bands correspond to the analytical solution proposed by Green [21]. The spectral element
method demonstrates a sharper localization pattern of the shear bands compared to the finite element method, while
requiring fewer elements.

Strip-footing Collapse

Deformation of the soil media under the indentation of a rigid stamp is considered (Fig. 6).
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FIGURE 6. Computational model of strip-footing

The graph in Fig. 7 shows excellent convergence to the theoretical value of the ultimate (critical) load:

Pim  2.57. (15)
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FIGURE 7. A pressure—displacement curve for the stamp indentation into the soil media
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FIGURE 8. Plastic shear bands analytical (a) and numerical by SEM (b) due to stamp indentation

The shear bands at Fig. 8 demonstrate close agreement with the analytical solution presented by Prandtl and Hill
[22].

Slope Stability

The deformation of a slope under its own weight is considered (Fig. 9).
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FIGURE 9. Computational model of the slope

The analysis of slopes loaded by self-weight was carried out by Chen [23]. For the given geometric and material
parameters, slope failure occurs when the factor
N=h§=4 (16)
reaches its critical value. Here, h is the slope height, and y=pg is the unit weight.
The analytical safety factor is defined as follows:
alimz% ~ 4.045. (17)
For the considered example, Ng; = 16.18.
A gravitational load was applied to the slope: g=ag. (18)
The parameter o is increased gradually until the solution diverges. The obtained safety factor afs =~ 4.28 is
5.8% higher than the analytical value.
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FIGURE 10. Analytical (a) and numerical (b) solution for the shear band inside the slope

Fig. 10 shows the plastic strain field at the slope instability. The resulting shear band agrees well with the
analytical solution (logarithmic curve) [23].

Tension of a Strip with a Circular Hole

In the following example a dependence of the plastic shear band inclination near a circular hole (Fig. 11) on the
internal friction angle is analyzed. The Mohr—Coulomb plasticity criterion is used.
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FIGURE 11. Computational model of the strip with a circular hole
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FIGURE 12. Shear band inclination angles for materials with internal friction angles of 15°, 30°, 45°, and 60° (from left to right)
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FIGURE 13. Comparison of the internal friction angle vs shear band inclination angle for the analytical (solid line) and
numerical (dots) solutions.

Figure 12 demonstrates the shear bands for different angles of internal friction. For the considered case of a strip
with a circular hole, plastic shear bands are straight lines inclined to the axis of symmetry at an angle that depends
on the material parameters (angle of internal friction). The graph in Fig. 13 demonstrates excellent agreement with
the analytical solution [24].

CONCLUSION

High-precision modeling of the rock deformation during the development of a reservoir and geotechnical works
plays an important role in modeling various multiscale and multiphysical processes, such as deformation of
geological layers, subsidence of the free surface, stability of the wellbore and quarry walls, sand flow,
closure/opening of pores, shear deformation along a fault, hydrocarbon production etc. In the modeling of
hydrocarbon production, the following main areas can be particularly stressed, in which the consideration of
geomechanical processes and their correct description based on modern numerical methods can significantly
improve the efficiency of technological operations carried out at the reservoirs: modeling of drilling processes,
hydraulic fracturing and geomechanical modeling of the reservoir during its development.

The paper considered models and methods for the geomechanical simulation integrated into the engineering
analysis software CAE Fidesys (www.cae-fidesys.com) for solving problems of geotechnical, oil and gas and
mining engineering. Examples of solved problems using the Mohr-Coulomb, Hooke-Brown mathematical models
used in practice to describe the deformation of rocks and soils were considered. Simulation of plastic shear banding
in rocks clearly demonstrated that the spectral element method produces a numerical solution in good agreement
with the analytical solution and provides higher-quality results in comparison with the finite element method.

The presented approach makes it possible to address a wide range of geomechanical problems, including the
formation and development of plastic shear bands.
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